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Dr. Sudhakar Jonnalagadda, President of the American Association of
Physicians of Indian Origin (AAPI), in 2021 was conferred the Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA) during the 16th edition of the annual
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention, held virtually on January 9th,
2021.  Dr. Jonnalagadda was chosen for the prestigious award by the
government of India in the field of medicine and for his great leadership of
AAPI, the largest Indian medical organization in the US, particularly
during the pandemic.
Consul General of India, Atlanta Dr. Swati Kulkarni also felicitated Dr.
Jonnalagadda with presentation of his award in a formal ceremony on
December 5, 2021.  
A Board-Certified Gastroenterologist/Transplant Hepatologist, working in
Douglas, GA, Dr. Jonnalagadda is a former Assistant Professor at the
Medical College of Georgia.
In an exclusive with NRI Pulse, Dr. Jonnalagadda shared his views.
Watch out full video at  : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPtWReebdE8

[Source:  NRI Pulse, 15th December 21 
Link : https://nripulse.com/in-recognizing-me-india-has-recognized-
every-physician-around-the-globe-dr-sudhakar-jonnalagadda/ ]

Dr. J. K. Sharma has been conferred with Honorary Doctor of

Science D. Sc. (Honoris Causa) by HNBU Medical Education

University, Dehradun (Uttarakhand) in the Convocation Ceremony

held on 6th December 2021 at Dehradun by Chief Guest H. E. The

Governor of Uttarakhand Lt. Gen. Gurmeet Singh (Retd.) in the

presence of Health Minister, Secretary M&H, Uttarakhand and

Vice Chancellor of University Prof. (Dr.) Hem Chandra.

[Source : India Education Diary , 3rd October 2021

Link : https://indiaeducationdiary.in/penn-medicine-and-

wistar-awarded-11-7-million-melanoma-research-grant/ ]
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Dr. Ramesh Mehta, UK, OBE, a renowned pediatrician of

National and International repute, Fellow of RCPCH,

Founder President of the British Association of Physicians of

Indian Origin (BAPIO) and immediate past President of the

Global Association of Physicians of Indian Origin (GAPIO),

has been felicitated by Organizing Committee of

International Conference of COMHAD and BAPIO UK for

delivering Late Dr. VR Pandurangi oration with scroll of

honour on 12th December 2021.
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Padma Shri Dr. Sudhir M. Parikh, Chairman of the Center

for Asthma & Allergy Associates of Murray Hill, Chairman &

Publisher-Parikh World Wide Media, ITV Gold (24/7 TV

Channel) and Life Global, Patron Trustee and Senior Advisor

of AAPI Charitable Foundation, Awardee - Pravasi Bharatiya

Samman and Secretary General of Global Association of

Physicians of Indian Origin (GAPIO), has been honoured with

“Human Rights Leader of the Year Award” by New York City

Administration and President of Manhattan Borough on 10th

December 2021

[Source: Press Release, Arts4All Foundation, Manhattan

Borough President Gale Brewer
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Dr . Arun Prasad, President of Obesity Surgery Society of India
(OSSI), 2018-20 and President of International MGB-OAGB Club
for Bariatric Surgery was invited as a Faculty for the FALS
Bariatric 2021 Conference held at Kolkata from 3rd to 5th
December 2021. He has also been invited to be part of the
examining team for MRCS Part B OSCE – Delhi Hybrid – 17
January 2022.

[Source: Newsindiatimes, 30th December 2021
Link: https://www.newsindiatimes.com/global-association-
of-physicians-of-indian-origin-gapio-honors-high-achieving-
members/]

Dr. Anil Menon, an Indian-origin doctor has been selected along with nine
others to be astronauts for National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA)'s future space missions.  He is one of 10 astronauts chosen from over
12,000 applicants to represent U.S. as part of NASA's cutting-edge missions
to further understanding of space. He is a lieutenant colonel in the United
States Air Force and emergency medicine physician.

[Source: medicaldialogues, 8th December 2021
Link : https://medicaldialogues.in/news/health/doctors/indian-
origin-doctor-chosen-as-astronaut-by-nasa-for-moon-mission-85575 ]

Dr Imtiaz Sooliman , an Indian-origin philanthropist and founder of disaster
relief group 'Gift Of The Givers' has won the prestigious South African of the Year
Award run by the Daily Maverick newspaper.  'Gift of the Givers' is a charitable
and relief organisation that has undertaken relief work in more than 44 countries
after natural disasters such as earthquakes as well as assisting people in war-torn
countries.Dr Sooliman has also received National Orders, South Africa's highest
civilian honour, and earlier this year was named Social Justice Champion by the
University of Stellenbosch in Western Cape province

[Source : ndtv , 25th December 2021
L:ink : https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/indian-origin-philanthropist-dr-
imtiaz-sooliman-named-south-african-of-the-year-2671217]
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Dr Venkata Kiran  UAE based orthopaedic surgeon from India, is a
mellifluous singer, and uses music therapy to help his patients face
daunting treatments and procedures. He advocates the healing power of
music, with a fully populated channel on YouTube. Singing and medicine
are certainly an unusual combination, but Dr Kiran has been combining
them for nearly two decades. And he certainly has some interesting tales
about the effectiveness of music therapy.He values patient-doctor bond
very much, and says it helps his patients recover quicker. He is
associated with Abu Dhabi’s Bareen International Hospital.

[Source:  gulfnews, 1th December 2021
Link : https://gulfnews.com/uae/health/abu-dhabi-based-indian-
doctor-sings-his-way-into-patients-hearts-and-helps-them-heal-
1.84209209 ]

Mihir Metkar  an Indian origin Scientist was named as the ‘first named
inventor’ by Moderna in patent filing for the path-breaking RNA technique
used for its COVID-19 vaccine. The COVID-19 vaccine by Moderna belongs
to a new type called the mRNA (messenger RNA). Unlike the conventional
vaccines that use either part or complete dead virus or a modified version of
a different virus, mRNA vaccines use genetically engineered messenger RNA
particles to activate the body’s antibody response. He is also listed as one of
the inventors in two other Covid-19 vaccine patent applications by Moderna
to the US Patent Office.

[Source: free press journal, 11th November 2021
Link : https://www.freepressjournal.in/world/indian-origin-
scientist-mihir-metkar-identified-primary-contributor-to-invention-
of-modernas-covid-19-vaccine
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